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— 2- day Research to Entrepreneurship Boot Camp for Women Researchers

- March 9-10, 2026
0 KINFRA Hi-tech Park, Ernakulam

| ~—— Organized by
Kerala State Council for Science, Technology & Environment
in association with

Kerala Start-Up Mission



) 1.Context & Rationale

Kerala has witnessed a steady rise in the number of women attaining postgraduate, doctoral, and post-
doctoral qualifications in science and technology. However, the growth in advanced academic credentials
has not been matched by a corresponding increase in permanent research and faculty positions. As a result,
a significant number of highly qualified women remain underemployed despite strong research capabilities.
At the same time, the State’s expanding innovation and startup ecosystem presents new avenues for
knowledge-based enterprise creation. Bridging the gap between research excellence and market application
has therefore become imperative. The proposed boot camp seeks to equip women researchers with
entrepreneurial skills, enabling them to convert scientific ideas into viable ventures. This initiative aims to
transform educated unemployment into innovation-led opportunity, aligning with the broader vision of

Viksit Bharat 2041.
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Kerala’s youth unemployment rate stands at around 29.9 %, with female joblessness in the same age
group as high as 41.1 %, reflecting a stark gap between academic achievement and career

opportunities for educated women—particularly those with advanced degrees—and underscoring

the urgent need to position entrepreneurship as a viable pathway.  The Times of India, 2025

7

) 2.Target Audience Women Masters/PhD Holders aspiring to be Entrepreneurs

) 3.Venue Kerala Technology Innovation Zone (KTIZ), KINFRA Hi-tech Park,
Ernakulam

> 4Participant Selection

J Initial  announcement: Interested
candidates apply by filling google form-
Registration fee of Rs. 300 per

participant- Intimation of selection by

March 06, 2026.



Event Day Schedule (Offline)

Inauguration
Research to Commercialisation
- Market & Business Orientation for Researchers
Session 1 - |dentifying Real Customer Pain Points
- Market need validation
- Pathway to Product-Centric Research
Session 2 Business Model Canvas (Hands on)
Networking Dinner
TRL (Technology Readiness Level)
Essentials of Technology Transfer
Session 4 Industry Partnership Models
Regulatory and compliance awareness
Case studies of Deep Tech startups
Funding Landscape
Session 5 Crafting a Funding Ready Pitch Deck

Women Startup Programs
Incubation and Business Mentorship

Valedictory




KSCSTE, an autonomous body under the S&T Dept, Govt. of Kerala, has been empowering women PhD holders
through its Back-to-Lab Research and Post-Doctoral Fellowship programs. Additionally, KSCSTE has provided
dedicated support to women researchers across the state. Last year, WelGNITE, a mentoring initiative was
launched that aimed at supporting women in science as part of Women’s Day celebrations. This year, the
program has been upgraded to focus on specific skill enhancement to equip women researchers with
entrepreneurial aptitude.

‘ Programme Partner - o
_::: J Kerala Start-Up Mission (KSuM)

-y L. KSuM, the state's nodal agency for supporting and fostering entrepreneurship, has been at
the forefront of nurturing innovative start-ups across Kerala. KSUM plays a vital role in
building a robust start-up ecosystem by providing mentorship, infrastructure, funding, and
networking opportunities to young entrepreneurs. Through its various initiatives, KSUM
empowers hoth emerging and established start-ups, helping them scale their ideas into

sustainable businesses.

KSuM is our valued Knowledge Partner for this event.

yo[n us in aa’vancing/_s clence tOAﬁafz z%efutww o% imnovation in Kenala.

Ay
. .

Empower to Innovate [@X Lead to Transform

For Details:
Dr. Jaya Jacob 9562562754

Scientist, KSCSTE dr.jaya.kscste@gmail.com



