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M Item No.61.14.

ORDER

KSCSTE Post Doctoral Fellowship programme is aimed to support Ph.D holders

in Science and Engineering to pursue research in premier National/State Level R&D

Centres / institutions and to develop career as Scientists. The guidelines of the KSCSTE

Post Doctoral Fellowship has been rdvised with effect from the year 2023 and the same

was placed before the 6 ist Executive Committee for ratifIcation and the Committee

ratified the same.

In the circumstances. KSC’STE is pleased to ratify the action of revising the

guidelines of KSC'STE Post Doctoral Fellowship Scheme 'with effect from the year

2023. The rcvised guidelines are appended herewith as Annexul'e.

; niX

UDAYAKUMAR S

CONTROLLER OF ADMINISTRATION

To

KSCSTE Website

Copy to: Dr.Jaya Jacob. Junior Scientist, KSCSTE
PS to EVP,,;'P A to MS
SF.'OC

Forwarded/By Order
Signed by

Lakshmi T Section C)fReer

Date: 04-07-2023 15:02:59
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KSCSTE POST-DOCTORAL FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMME

Ovelview of the Scheme1.
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GUIDELINES

Details

KSCSTE Post-Doctoral Fellowship Programme

a ;ina
To support the research aptitude of Doctorate holders in Science & Technology.
To motivate Ph. D holders to pursue research and to develop career as scientists
To motivate fellows and impart the skills needed for them to become lifelong
learners and to develop technical and leadershio skills.

•

•

i. Applicant should have scored minimum 60% marks for post-graduation.
ii. Applicant should Itave qualified Ph.D, in Science / Engineering subjects

iii. Applicant should not be a permanent employee at the time ofapplication for the
scheme

iv. Those who have a\failed Post-Doctoral Fellowship earlier from F,SCSTE or
elsewhere are not eljgjble to appjy for KSCSTE Post-Doctoral Fellowshi

Ab years - as on I" January m ( relmr

e

Applicant should be a PQrmanent Resident of Kerala.

• Research Centre should not be the same as the Ph.D Research Centre

• Research centre should preferably be in Kerala and should belong to the
category at “Government Inslilulions" [hou'ever. premier NaIiona I in.si iItlli£Jtl\
viz..iIS;ER. IIT. ilSc etc ontside the State shall also be considered ]
- Te11able only in R&D illstitutions (Nar iona I/Slate level) or University
Departments.

Applicanl should have published at least one research paper in a SCI
Journal/secured patent

Regular/Permanent employee of the Institute havRli;iTis;(icT
left for Superannuation

' Should have secured PIr.D. in Science or Engineering subjects.

Financial (Post-Docloral Fell cnr ship) and Technical (in /er//75 of eva/z/a//o/7 and
technical advice through Group Monitoring Workshops)

Post-Doctoral Research Fellowship @ Rs. 45,000 + 10% HRA per month along with
an Annual Contingent grant of Rs. 75,000/-
Maximum 20 nos. ( Actual sanction is subject to availabiliry o/Govertltnent grant)

Seats to be aMio t m
(i) Earth & Atntospherlc Sciences
(ii) Engineering Sciences
(iii) Life Sciences
(iv) Physjcal, Chemical & Malhernaiicai sciences
Maxilnum duraTion – 2 YeaR

Grant is releasei I

Transfer (NEFT)

. Preliminary scrutiny for eligibi] ity verification

• Technical review by five sutlject experts
' Presentation of Project Proposal in the Programme Advisory Committee (PAC)

meeting and recommendation by PAC
' Execution of Agreenlent
. Issue of Sanction Order and release of first i11stallmelrt

Online
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2. Social Relevance and tangible output

KSCSTE Post-Doctoral Fellowship programme is aimed to support Ph. D holders to pursue research and
to develop career as scientists. The programme intends to motivate fellows to inculcate the skills needed
for them to become lifelong learners and to develop technical and leadership skills. Active participation
of researchers in Science & Technology is socially reievant and significant especially in a developing
economy. Further, the programme would benefIt in qualitative interventions in Science research by
effective utilization of human resource potential.
Commercialization Efforts
Projects which have commercialization potential will be identified by the Programme Advisory
Committee and necessary instructions will be issued for the commercialization of research outcome.

Maximum grant amount and duration
Selected candidates are eligible for (i) a monthly fellowship of Rs, 45,000/- with 10% HRA for a
lnaxiinuln period of 2 years of implementation of the project (ii) an annual C6ntingent grant of Rs.

75,000/- for the entire project duration.
Project duration: Maximum 2 years.

3.

4.

Procedure of operation of the scheme.
Scrutiny of the Application
Preliminary scrutiny of the app]icalion is carried out for verification of basic eligibility conditions and

supporting documents.

Peer review – All eligible applications are subjected to peer review by ave subject experts ri \within &2
o,frs,'',’, stale ) in the relevant area of research. Proposals with at least three reviews graded greater than 5
( VII it) poi III scale) are only considered for further processing.

Presentation before Expert Comlnittee
Proposals which have passed the peer review requirements will be invited for presentation before the

Prograrnme Advisory Committee. One or two reviewers will serve as additional Subject Expert during
the 1)AC' nreetilrg. On favorable recommendation by the PAC. the proposal will be considered for

funding by KSCSTE. The applicants will be informed of the decision and will be asked to execute an

Agreement as per the guidelines of the scheme.

Issuing Sanction Order and release of 1 st installment

• Date of start of the Project:
On execution of Agreement by the candidate, KSCSTE will issue the Sanction Order which will also

specify the yearly maximum dllocation of grant under each item of expenditure. KSCSTE will release

the 1 st year grant immediately on issue of Sanction Order subject to the availability of fund. The grant
wili be transferred to the bank account of the Head of Institution through electronic clearing facility

from Government treasury. The Date of stall of the Project will be the joining date of the concerned
Research Centre.

• On joining the Research Centre, the Post Doctoral Fellow should communicate the actual “Date of

Stnrt" of the project to KSCSTE, in prescribed format within one month of joining. This date is
siglli Hca ill since all further processing of the grant is based on Project Year.

Subrnission of Progress Report:
The Post-Doctoral Fellow should submit Annual Progress Report to KSCSTE on Project Year basis.
in prescribed format. On completion of the tenure of fellowship, the Post-Doctoral fellow should

submit detailed Final Technical report (FTR) of the research work done during the entire period of

Fellowship.

i

6.

7.
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The project implemented by the researcher should have qualitative outcome. Good number of
publications in high impact . journals. patents. social relevance/impact, scope of
colnmercialization etc. are considered as indicators for monitoring the progress of research

programmes.

It is mandatory that al] Post-Doctoral Fellows should present the progress of their work in the
Group Monitoring Workshop which will be held periodically. Subsequent release of grant will
be subject to the recommendation of the Committee. The Workshop will provide opporlunity
to review the progress of the work based on which any specific requests on
technical/fInancial/duration of the project are discussed for apprQpriate decision by the

L

IL

Council I

I

9. Periodic submission of SE & UC
On completion of tlrst project year. in addition to the Annual Progress Report and the list of
publications, the Post-Doctoral Fellow should submit Statement of Expenditure & Utilization
Certificate for the previous project year from the Head of Institution, within one month. On
completion of the tenure of fellowship, the Post-Doctoral Fellow should submit Consolidated
Statements of Expenditure and Utilization Certificate to KSCSTE, within 3 months of the date
of completion of the project.

10. Other necessary conditions as per the scheme
There should be a Scientist Mentor who is a regular faculty/staff of the institution under whose
guidance the researcher should carry out the work. The Scientist Mentor should have at least 5 or
more ',,ears of service left in the Institution before retirement. The Scientist Mentor should

constantly monitor the progress of the project, facilitate smooth implementation of the
prograrnlne and ensure timely submission of financial utilization certificates by the institute to
KSCSTE.

Post-Doctoral Fellow availing financia] assistance/stipend from other State/Central funding agencies
or other sources will not be simultaneously eligible for KSCSTE Post-Doctoral Fellowship. The Post-
Doctoral Fellow shou]d furnish an undertaking to the effect that He/She is not availing tlnancial
assistance / stipend from any other source sinlultaneously.

I-he implementing Institute should provide full infrastructural facilities such as laboratory, computer,
library, communication. accommodation, water, electricity, etc. for smooth implementation of the
prolect

The unutilize,d portion of the grant (along wiTh the interest accrued) at the end of the project period
should be refunded to Council by DD in favor of Member Secretary , KSCSTE

Scientists who publish technical/scientific papers based on the research work done under the project
should acknowledge the assistance received From KSCSTE.
1-11e Post-Doctoral Fellow should not enter into cot laboration with a foreign party (individual/ industry)

L

without prior approval of the Council

i

L

i
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IV.

V.

\'I

11. Release of grant

a TIle grant is transferred to the Head of the Institution through online account transfer. 1 st year grant will be

released along with the initial sanction order. The 2"d year grant will be released by KSCSTE on review of
Annual progress of the work by the PAC, receipt of Statement of Expenditure and Utilization Cenincate
subjecT to the condit iOtI of pttblicalion of at let61 one research paper in a re.fereed Journal/intilnaf ion on

ucceplclnce of research paper (or secured at least one potent) based on the first year researcl1 work.

b. If the fellow should not published at least one research paper in a refereed Journal/int inratiolr om

nccepfalrce of research paper (or secured at leclsl one patent) based on the first year research work. The
fellowship for the first 9 months of 2nd project-year will be released by KSCSTE. Fellowship for the

remaining 3 months and the Contingency grant for the 2"d year will be released upon completion of The

project and senlenrent of grant stlbject to sublnission of copy of publication/intinration on acceptance of

research paper in any of the refereed journals

c. KSCSTE deserves right to tenninate tIre progranlnre at any time if it is found that satisfactory progress is

tlot made in the ilnplelnentation of the project
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13. P;'oiect Completion documents
• Fi11a! Technical Repoll (PTR) . 2 hard copies
e Statellrent of Expenditure and Utilization Certificate (I"/ year & Consolidated)- in original
• Project Completion Repo iI
• List of publications (in format)

QAdctilionally, soft copies of aLI the above documents are to be forwarded to the e-mail ID.
,ja), a.kscstcra>kel'ala . gov .in/ sasthl'abc>dh in i20 1 1 @ gmail.com)

Final review’ of the Project Report
I'he Final Technical Report (FTR) will be reviewed by PAC/Subject experts

I

1 4.

Re-appropriation of Funds and Extension details
The Fellowship and Contingent grant sanctioned on yearly basis cannot be re-appropriated. Extension

of project is normally not allowed. However, in genuine cases, a maximum period of six months of
extension will be allowed with no additional financial commitments during the extended period. Such

requests if any. should reach the Director. KSCSTE at ]east 2 months in advance before the initialjy
scheduled date of completion

Guidelines for publication of Research output
• The Post-Doctoral Fellow should publish the outcome of the project work in at least one peer reviewed

journal before completion of the project tenure of 2 years. The Fellowship for last 3 months (in the
2'''i year) and the allocation for Contingencies for 2"d year will be released by KSCSTE at the time of
settlement of grant subject to submission of copy of publication/intimation on acceptance of
pa per

• The Post-Doctoral Fellow should inform KSCSTE about any achievement, patent submission/

publication of any research outcome arising out of the project during or after the project tenure. Due

acknowledgement should be given to KSCSTE in all the publications/patents/ news emanating from
the research work.

Guidelines for IP Output generated

If the results of research are to be legally protected, the results should not be published without action
being taken to secure legal protection for the research results

General Conditions if any - like Disqualification in any form of canvassing etc.

Seiec(ian is done purely on merit basis. Canvassing in any form will lead to disqualification.

i
I

I
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16.

17.

18.

19. Uploads for online submission of applications
1. Photo of applicant
2. Proof of Date at Birth ( 7/7£)se u'ho claim age relaxation should submit proof on reservation

coles,or\'- both documents can be nrergecf\
3. ProoFon pennanent Residency in Kerala
4. Ma rklist and Certificate of PG ( docunletl is can be in ergc’d as single flle\
5. Certitlcate of Ph.D

6. Work & Research Experience certificate
7. Reprints of latest Research Publications (Full length paper]
8. Biodata of Scientist Mentor – (NoI to exceed 2 pages)
9. Research Proposal- Technical Information- IN FORMAT
1 0. List of Publications- iN FORA' IA T

I i . Declilratioll by the A pplica11t - IN FORM.4 T
12.C011sen I from Scientist Mentor – IN FORh'L4 T

13, Endorsemellt from the 1-lead of Host Institution- IN FORMA T


